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Cognate words are vocabulary items which occur in two or more historically related languages, such that they
have similar meanings, and one can be transformed into the other by a predictable series of phonological
changes. The discovery of such sound changes is potentially relevant to Cross-Language Information Retrieval:
the automatic conversion of query terms in one language into their equivalents in a second, historically
related, language will enable documents in that second language can be retrieved. We will describe one
computer program called JAKARTA, that given a sample word list from two related languages, extracts the
probable rules for predicting any word of one language from that of the other. As a case study we will examine

vocabulary lists for Galician and Spanish.
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